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Two-day Visit of the World Hellenic Interparliamentary Association (PADEE-WHIA) at Evros on 

the 12th and 14th of January 2022 

 A delegation of the World Hellenic Interparliamentary Association (PADEE-WHIA), with RI 

State Senator Leonidas Raptakis as head of the group, visited Evros (12-14 January 2022). Senator Raptakis 

was accompanied by WY State Senator Sephan Pappas, PA State Senator Maria Tzanakis-Collett, Dr 

Audeh Quawas, Senator of Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, and Vasiliki Tsouplaki, member of Parliament in 

Sweden. 

Their first stop was (12/01) the Alexandroupolis Port Authority, where the President K. 

Chatzimichail and the CEO K. Chatzikonstantinou showcased important development around the port 

and showed the members around the areas of operation for the new commercial terminal (where there is 

an ongoing operation Atlantic Resolve 2021). Meetings with the Mayor of Alexandroupolis I. 

Zampoukis and Deputy Governor D. Petrovic followed, where the developmental prospects of 

Alexandroupolis were mainly discussed, as well as the possibility for the city to act as an attraction pole for 

investment funds for the entire region of Evros and Thrace overall. Later followed a meeting at the Chamber of 

Evros, where they met with President Ch. Topsidis and other members (A. Pakalidis, Th. Pantazis, L. 

Skerletopoulos) about issues of their common interest, such as the best practices to attract investments in the 

area, mainly in tourism (specifically alternative tourism), manufacturing, new technologies etc. and then 

followed lunch for the members of the delegation. That same night, the Agency for Political Affairs in Trace of 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs hosted dinner for the members of WHIA, in attendance of the Metropolitan 

Anthimos of Alexandroupolis, the Lt Gen of the 4th Army Corps A. Choudeloudis and Police Mayor 

General Paschalis Syritoudis. 

The PADEE-WHIA delegation accompanied by the MP of Evros A. Dimoschakis visited 

(13.01), the Surveillance Military Post in the village of Kastanies in Evros, where they were greeted by the 

Governor of the 4th Body of Army “THRACE”, Lt Gen A. Choudeloudis, the Governor of the XVI 

Mech. Infantry Division “DIDYMOTEICHO”, Lt Gen A. Aleksiadis and the Governor of the 3rd Mech. 

Brigade “PIMINI” Brigadier A. Kolezas. A briefing was held on the mission of the Brigade, its 



deterrent actions and the events that occurred in the border in February and March 2020, while the 

delegation also visited the site of the Surveillance Military Post. Later, the members arrived at the 

Military Headquarters of the Infantry Division in Didymoteicho, where they were shown around the 

infrastructure of the Headquarters and were informed on its history, organization, and actions. 

Afterwards they met with the Metropolitan Damaskinos of Didymoteicho, Orestiada and 

Soufli, in the presence of the mayor of Didymoteicho R. Chatzigiannoglou, discussing the challenges 

of the region, the demographic problem, migration flows and the maintenance and promotion of its 

monuments. Before their departure, the members of PADEE-WHIA visited the Metropolitan Church of 

Agios Athanasios, the Town Hall of Didymoteicho and the Metropolitan Cathedral of “Panagia 

Eleftherotria”.  

Lunch was hosted at Soufli by the town’s Mayor P. Kalakikos, who discussed matters of the 

region. At the same evening, in Alexandroupolis, they visited the building that will soon host the first 

AHEPA relief museum in Greece, in the presence of I. Vavias, President of the AHEPA chapter HJ-21, 

the MP of Evros Ch. Dermetzopoulos, the mayor of Alexandroupolis as well as members of AHEPA.  

Prior to their departure (14.01), they met with the Metropolitan Anthimos of Alexandroupolis, 

who highlighted that these kinds of visits are extremely important for the remote region of Evros. In the 

airport of Alexandroupolis, a briefing was held by the Police Mayor General Paschalis Syritoudis, 

which emphasized on the protection of borders, the management of migration flows and the crisis of 

Spring 2020. 

The President and Members of the PADEE-WHIA delegation have expressed the outmost 

importance of their contacts in the remote region of Evros, and intend to reinforce their efforts, in order 

to assist in the best way possible, and produce tangible results from them. They also intend to inform 

about these pressing matters their colleagues, elected officials in parliaments of Canada, Australia and 

other countries that could not attend due to Covid restrictions, and come back to Evros. 
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