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Press Conference of PADEE-WHIA Delegation on the 11th of January 2022 

 A delegation of members of the World Hellenic Inter-Parliamentary Association (PADEE-

WHIA) is currently visiting in Greece from 7 to 14 January 2022. In the context of the proceedings of 

the assembly, meetings were held, among others, with the Archbishop of Athens and 

All Greece Ieronymos, the Ambassadors of USA, Australia and Great Britain, representatives of the 

Orthodox Church, the Minister of National Defence and the Chief of the Hellenic National Defence 

General Staff, a reception at the War Museum, organized by AHEPA Hellas of Greece, as well as a 

private screening of the film "Smyrna, My Beloved", a tribute to the 100th Commemoration of the Asia 

Minor Catastrophe. 

 

Scheduled events include the presentation of the Global Center of Pontian Hellenism and a trip to the 

remote area of Evros to visit the Port of Alexandroupolis, the Greek-Turkish border and the wider area. 

 

On Tuesday, January 11, a press conference was held at the premises of the Atheneum 

Intercontinental Hotel. RI State Leonidas Raptakis, President of PADEE-WHIA presided over the event, 

accompanied by several members of the association. Addressing the attendees, he introduced the 

association in detail, analyzed its structure and mission, stressing its importance and role in the present 

and future. He indicated the ways in which the members of the association have systematically taken 

initiatives in favor of Greece and its interests, on issues ranging from the relations of Greece with 

Turkey, and the defense of its sovereign rights to the preservation of stability in the wider region. 

 

Maria Tzanakis Collett, PA State Senator took the floor, presenting the ways in which PADEE-

WHIA works to raise awareness among elected parliamentary representatives in several countries about 

the Greek position on relevant issues w.r.t. historical truth and contemporary challenges facing Greece. 

Vangelis Doules, a member of the Albanian Parliament, referred to the problems faced by the Greek 

Minority in Albania. Vassiliki Tsouplaki, member of the Parliament of Sweden, elaborated on the 



importance of intercultural ties and sports in strengthening relations between countries. Audeh Budros 

Quawas, Senator/The Senate H.K.of Jordan, analyzed the close cultural and religious ties between 

Greece and Jordan. Stephan Pappas, Treasurer of PADEE-WHIA and WY State Senator also briefed the 

press about the association. 
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